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To the R xaDpe xr, 


CB Have Cited the Confeſſions of the Re> 
' Ges formed Churches as they were Primed 
2 at Cambridge, 1586, 
eAnd I have quoted the Hemmliee, 
atcording to their late Impreſſion, 16; 7. 
eAad from the Confeſſions and Homes. 
lies thow mayeft learne ; That God w'the 
D Author of Political Order; Anil that 
himſelfe ts the firſt in that Order, And 
that Kings and Princes are in that Ranke and Order next 
waler him, as bu Litttenants and Deputies , baving their Awe 
thority and power from him, and [0 to give an Accompt of their 
AAriftration to him, eAnd that by renſon of their ranks and 
pace they maſt not be Reſifted by ma ;, much leſſe may we wring 
ther Authority from them, or Rebell ag inſt them, or endea» 
vour ( wpon any pretences) to ſhake off the yoke of Subjetion wn- 
der them, Now Reſifting and Rebelting are a riſing up againſt, 
ard oppoſing of the Higher Power ; ani Reffting properly., u in 
roi 7 of that Order which God hath conftituted in all Govern= 
mnt: And Rebellion, is againſt the fpeciall Order and Conſti- 
8 tions in [overall Kingi)mes and Common wralths ; That 
Contrary to the Subjeflinn which the Law of God requires, This 
Contrary tothe Subjettion and Obedience required by the Lawes 
of Men, 


A 2 And 


eAnd where theſe are accompanied with Civill Warre'( at . 


amongt ws at this day) they produce farre greater miſeries to 
the People, and miſchiefes farre mare fatall to the (ommon- 
wealth , the® Tyrauny and: Ovpreſſnn ; Under Tyranny there 
being ſome Ordey » Pot onely the Devine ,. but the Humane alſo, 
in reiþetl of matters between SubjeFt and Swbjet : but R fiſting 
and Rebellion and ſuch Warre overthrow all Order : Divine, 
(and ſo inferre damnation, Rom. 1 3.) Hamane,cven to Anarchy 
and Confuſion, which God avert from us, oak 

Befides ( ſaith M* Calvin in his Com: npon Rom. 13, v.3. ) 
an evil Prince # the ſcourge of God to punifs the ſinnes of the 
People : x And that excelent and wholſome [nſtutution of Ma- 
giſtracy ts never corrupted ( by Tyranny) but upon our default : 
wherefore we muſt impute toronr ſelver and to our fins , the evil 
that in it , andevermore Reverence the Ordination it ſelfe. 
And (lib.4. Inſticar, Cap. 20, Art.29:) If we be perſecuted for 
Gedlineſſe , by animpions and Secrilegious Prince , let w firſt 
of all remember our finnes , which no doubt are corretedby God 
with /uch Sconrges ; This will bridle our impatience with bumi- 
ity; T hes let us entertaine this thought , that'tss r:0t our part 
to bealeſuch diſtempers , but our onely remedy is , :6 implore the 
help of God, in whoſe hands are the hearts of Kings , and the [n- 
clinations of K ingdomes. 


O Conſider this ye that forget God, Pfal, 5o 22, 


"er mn this caſe moſt men, both in their writings and procee- 
dings, forget him: bit firſt Ordinance of Political power for 
Government : and hit ſecond Ordination of the power ſometime 
to Pmdgement ; and efÞecially doe they forget him, who make the 
People the Author of that powtr , and maintaine their Right of 
reaſſwaring it at pleaſure,and Preach and Preſſe Reſiſtance of the 
power, and conſequently of God himſelfe in hu Ordinance 
- 4nd fudgements. 


Confider what I fay, &c, 2. Tim, 2.7: - 
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The HELVETLIAN Confeſſion. 


"=: He Magiſtrate of what ſort ſoever it be, is or. '* Yy"t9g 
| &fY, Fir, God himſelfe , tor the Peace and —_ Tg 

; vt 143} quietnefſe of Mankind, and ſothat he oughr to 1612, pag. 
$2250 9! have the chiefeſt place ia the World.” ( And) 85. 

252) Go1 doth work the ſafety of his Pcople by the 
Magiſtrate , whom as he hath given to be as a Father of the 

World; fo all the SubjeRts are commanded to acknowledge 

this benctit of God in the Magiſtrate , and honour him ag 

the Miniſt r of Gcd, And it the common fafety of the 

Country and Juſtice require iz, and the Magiſtrate doe of ne- 

ceſſity make Warre, let them lay downe their life and ſpend 

their blood for the commo . ſafety and defence of the Magi- 

ſtrate, and thatin the name of God willingly, valiantly, and 
cheerfully, for that he IS himlelfe againſt the Ma- 

giſtrate doth procure the wrath of Ged againſt im. We know 

that though we be free, we ought wholly ina true Faith, holi- 

ly to ſubmit our ſelves to the Magiltrate , both with our body, 

and with our gouds, and ende: vours of minde, ſo farre forth as 

his government is not evidently repugnant to him for whoſe- 


lake we reverencethe Magiſtrate. 


The ( onfeſiion of B.o HE M1 4. 


T is taughtout of rhe holy Scriptures, that the Civill 1» $ynrag, 
Magiſtratc is the O:dinance of God, and appointed by Conſeſ. edit, 
Go.|. whoboth take. h his original] trom God, and by the _ = 


*effectuali power ot his preſence, and continuall aid, is main- 264-Part ta 


A3 rained 


(2) 


cainedtopoverne the People, in thoſe things which apper- 
raine to the life of this body. here upon earth, whereof ikea 
of St Paul,Rom.13.1. There wne Power &s. And Magiſtrates 
oiuft know and remember this , that they are Gods Deputies, 
and in his ftead, and that God is the Soveraigne Lord and 
King,evenofthemallas well asof other men, to whom they 
muſt give anaccount at the laſt day,of the degree wherein they 
were placed, and of their dominion, and of the whole admini- 
fration of their government, whereof it is expreſly written in 
the book of Wiſdome,Cap. 6.1. The people alſo are taught of 
their duty, and by the word of God are effeRually thereto in« 

| forced, that all, and every of them in all things, fo that they be 
not contrary to God, performe their obedience to the ſuperior 
power,firſttothe King's Majeſty,then toall other Magiſtrates, 
and ſuchasare in Authority, in whatcharge ſoever thc vbe pla« 
_ccd, whether they be of themicIves good men or evill, . 


The FRENCH Confeſiton, 


Is Corbor. © *F E bclieve that God would haye the world 
Confeſſion. ; to be goyerned by Lawes, and by Civill Go- 
Geneve. An. * | \ vernment, that there may be cer-ai 1bridles, 
1612- p.119, whereby the immoderare defires ofthe world may b- reſtcais 
___—_ ned, and that cherefore. he appointed, Kingdomes, Commone» 
; wealths, and other kind of Principalitics, whecher they come 
by Inheritance or otherwiſe. ( And ) Th-refore becauſe of 
theauthor ofthiserder, we mult not only {uftcr them to rule 
whom he hath ſet over vs, but alſo giveuntothem all honour 
and reverence, asunto his Ambaſſadours and Miniſters aſſigned 
of him to execute a Lawfull and Holy FunRion. We =_— 
- alſo, T hat we muſt obey the Lawes and Statutes , that Tribute 
muſt be paid, and we mult patiently endurethe ocher burthens; | 
toconclude, That we muſt willingly ſuffer the: yoke of ſubjc- 
Aion, although the Magiſtrates be infidel}s, ſo that the ſove- 
- faigne power of Gad doe remaine wholc or catire , and no» 

thing be diminiſhed. 
The 


(3) 
The Coyfeſiion of BEL G1 A. 


ſtrates, becauſe of the depravation of man- 
kind, and that it is his will, that this World ſhould be govers« 
ned by Lawes, and by a cercain civill government to puniſh 
der among men: Therefore he hath armed the Magiſtrate with 
a ſword, to puniſh the wicked and defend the good, 
The Confeſsion of AuSPURGE. 
\ / the Magiſtrates that be over them, they mu ——_ 
, not wring their authority oft of theit hands, Aretha. 
wiſheth every ſoule to be ſubje&ro the Magiſtrates. We 
know alſo that the Church in this life, is \ubjet to the Croſſe, 
as St Paul ſaith, We muſt be made like to the image of the Sonne 
\ The Confeſ5ion of SAXON v. \ 
"FE teachthat in the whole Doctrine of God Conf. Sax, 
MM deliveredby the Apoltlesand Prophets, the Ar7-53.39 By 
thar Magiſtrates, Lawes, order in judgement,and thelawfull ok >, Þdg- 
ſociety of mankind, ere E_—_— ſprung up among men. 
Andalthongh there be many horrible do whichgrow 
nent and ſociety of men is ordained of God , and whatſoever 
order is yet left by the exceeding goodnefle of God,it is pre» 
ſerved for the Churches fake. (And ) Subjets owe to the Cis 
Wrath,(5.e,)tor tear of Corporall puniſhment,wherewith the 
Rebellions are rewarded by the Magiſtrate, but alſo foriCon.. - 
ſcience ſake. (5e,)Rebellionis a ſinne thatofendethGMi;and .* i - ., 
| x | , | d.; * 


| \ '\ } E believe that the moſt gratious and mighty I1vid.peg 183+ 
God, did appoynt Kings, Princes, and Magi» puny Felgs 
the faults of men, and that all things may b2 done in good or- 
E are fare that ſeeing the Godly moſt obey 15i4pep- 175 
nor overthrow Governments by Sedition, for as much as Pax! ;. 
of God, | ) 
| degrees of the civil} State are avouched, ang ©7515 167%: 
from the divell, and madnefle of men, yet the lawfull Govern- 
vill Magiſttate obedience, as Pu/Caith , 'wot only becauſe of 
wich-draweth the-Conlcience trom God, (. 


(4) 
would have all men to be ruled and kept inorderby civil! go- 
. vernment, eventhoſe thatare not regenerate ; and in this go- 
. verniment the Wiſdome, Inſtice, and goodneſle of God to- 
wards us is moſt clearely ro be ſeen, | 
1 Wiſdome, by Ocder, and the ſocieties of mankind under 
law full government. ; 
2 Juſtice, in thathe will have open finnes to be puniſhed 
þy the Magiltrates, and when they that are in authority doe 
not take puniſhment on offendors, God himiclte doth uniracu- 
louſly draw them unto puniſhment', and proportionably doth 
| Jayupon grievous ſinnes, grievous puniſhments 1n this life, 
Mat.26 52. Heb.13.4. 
..3. Goodneſſe rowards mankind, in that he preſerveththe 
ſocieties of mankind after rhis order : and for that cauſe,duth 
* he maintaine it, that from thence his Church may be gathe- 
red, andhe will have Common-wealths to be bes for the 
maintenance of his Church. 


'_ . . The confeſſion of SCOTLAND. 
Eonfe/. Scot. V ” PF" E confefſe and acknowledge Empires, King- 


Artic, 24. in . domes, Dominions ,. and Cities to be diltin- 

>= 4 _ &ed and ordeined by 'God"z' the Powers 

262 Eby, and Authorities inthe ſame, be it of Empercurs in thrir Em- 

2e&r.1. . .  pires, Kings in their Realmes , Dukes and Princes in their 

Dominions ,'and of other Magiſtrates in their \£tics to be 

Gods holy ordinance , ordcined for manifeſtation of his owne 

lory, and galar) profit and- Commogity of ra1- 

ind : ſo that whoſoever ggeth about to takeaway, or con- 

found the whole ſtate of Civill policies now long: eſtabliſhed, 

we affirme the ſame men, not onely to be Enemics to ian» 
Kind , butalfo wickedly fight againſt Gods expreſk d will. 

The ſumme- of theſe confeſſions. 

== He ſummecis; All power is originally in God him- 

NH _ . life, whois So/me potens, *rhe onely King, and 

KK  indepe porentate. '2. 'He hath(forthe good of 

ted foie of hispower itnimediarely to 


ant 


Kings, p : _- 


OY 


x” 'Aings, and by them Þ ro inferiour Magiſtrates. So aXing þ .Pr30g 
4 + Cots immediate Vicegerent;and SPEfo and 
His Authority, and Perſon arc bochacred, ſhould be i m 
& violable. Heis, Addmifter * Des, py not the'c Rom. 23.4; - 
Peoples , but the Lords Deputy , ointed ; and 
cr 
ray 2" 5 firarch ah 
F he be 2 Saxd, a: atpoas Y 69.) e, Freon 
Scotland be jog he depth pos goe about to take away, or 
- ' confound Monarchy, «--' T are wht onely Enemies to 


= minhind, . but «(ſo wickdlyfighr Gods expreſſe will, [ 

b@ would ro Go tho.praQtice, of that Na + ohh were any Way ſui- 

's ' rable tothe piecy, andtruthof this prof 

& » tho who % ch p —_ - = we ant bok 

F \c nog us for w rule, 

b -nour theai in theje plac pl og & as his Embaſſadotrs and Mi. 

& --niſters; of whichrhcir' Re they mult give an account 

» at thelaſt day, *Agidin all things cha be-got contrary to. God 
we mult performe obedicoce to the Superior anda It Firſt tp 

he Kings Majetiy,.thentoaltocher Magiſtrates, 1 cher they 

' beof king ood men or evill: yea we mult 

i * ſuffer the yoke of ws 00" em gfowd ey - rr ——W 
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Ir common ſafcty and defence of the doglirece, and 


e name of Gad viling valuntly and&-cheartall 
e þ ' that oppoſeth him ſeq Magiſtrate, 
< ' the wrathof God againſt 
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